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iTHE NEW HORIZONS

This title therefore reveals notions that give the
' WBA missions that are both economic and cultural,
the two inextricably linked pillars of the development
of architecture, and, more globally, the development
of our societies — of knowledge and innovation.

While no doubt has ever been cast over the legit-
' imacy of the economic angle, the opening text of
Chantal Dassonville —see4-12 points out that the recog-
nition of architecture as a cultural practice in its own
right, has been, for its part, the subject of a debate
accompanied by a combat, officialised by the Livre
blanc de I'architecture contemporaine en Communau-

té francaise de Belgique®. Among

3 L,’aff";:‘,‘:,’;fé’c’r’jw the victories won, one of the most
contemporaine en Com-  structuring for the sector is the cre-
g:l;:ﬁ ;;j;"g”;‘:,zf“' ation, in 2007, of the Architecture
architecture? Livre blanc Unit within the General Adminis-
f’";:,";”;"fh‘:";’,ﬁ;ﬁ”' tration for Infrastructure of the
 speaking Community of Ministry of the French-speaking
S s Lo ol Community.

In its wake, the creation of a new
agency is the second step towards reinforcing the
policy governing the international promotion of archi-
tects. WBA meets the needs expressed by the authors
of the Libre blanc. They reminded us in 2004 that
the French-speaking Community Wallonia-Brussels
“is (was) characterised by the dynamism of certain cul-
tural policies [...] which have thus prompted, accom-
panied or encouraged the development of cultural
sectors whose productions are now internationally
recognised (cinema, dance, children’s theatre, for
slbid., .32 example)”®. They advocated the
gl p-32:33. setting up, for architectural policy
 inthe French-speaking Community Wallonia-Brussels,
of anonymous structures, financed by the public
authorities in order “to transcend the institutional
z0ning between the Community and Regions” and
ensure the dissemination “of a high-quality contem-
porary architecture””.

Buoyed by this manifesto, the birth of WBA at
the end of April 2010 has made it possible to meet a
greater demand from our architects and respond to
the solicitations of foreign interlocutors, such as the
Nederlands Architectuur Instituut (NAI) in the Neth-
erlands, the association professionnelle des Archi-
tectes francais a I’Export (AFEX) in France, the Dansk
~ Center for Arkitektur og Kunst in Denmark, etc.

While careful not to duplicate any existing ini-
tiative, WBA sets out to create new opportunities or
. to support projects underway by the four main bod-
ies through which it cooperates more or less closely
according to the projects (Architect Unit of the Minis-
try of the French-speaking Community Wallonia-Brus-
sels, WBI, AWEX and Brussels Export). Partnerships
.~ are also planned, according to terms and conditions
that are yet to be defined, with the International Cen-
tre for the City, Architecture and Landscape (CIVA),

5Quia peur de
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Oslo (Norvége), New Holmenkollen-Ski Jump
City of Oslo, 2010. Arch.: JDS architects (Julien De Smedt)



	2011.01.12_Architectures,Wallonie-Bruxelles_HOP_p1
	2011.01.12_Architectures,Wallonie-Bruxelles_HOP_p2

