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"For me the Workshop was a great event. Throughout history we have understood that knowl-
edge and progress are the result of constant debates and discussions. Creativity is enhanced when dif-
ferent minds with different backgrounds, cultures and talents are focused an a common goal. Therefore,
Ifind that initiatives such as the Aquatektur workshop are a global necessity. They help to create a net-
waork of talented studios and people that are capable of producing interesting and useful responses to
the future challenges in architecture and design.”

Francisco Villeda

“The dialogue between westemn and eastern concepts of architecture and water in the context
of the "bathroom” provided a fastinating demonstration of the inherent complexity of cultures and the
varigty of architectural consequences of varying attitudes to bathing. The workshop held in Kyoto and
on Naoshima island in the context of a specific Japanese attitude to water provided the perfect envi-
ranment to experience, discuss and inquire into how bathing could be re-conceived.”

Felix Rabbins

"To me the workshop in Japan was an extracrdinary experience! The places we visited and the
site where the workshop was held offered a inspiring atmosphere for the discussion of ideas and the
exchange of thoughts. The intense talks on a wide range of concepts were intensified by this very spe-
cial group of people from different cultural backgrounds. | really enjoyed being part of this warkshop!”

Markus Sporer

"It was interesting and fun to get away from our routine and stressful work environment just
to talk about water. It was enlightening te consider different points of view about people, culture and
context, but at the end of the day, in Taira's words, we are all equal — as each and every one of us is
made up of 80% water.”

Wang Mun Summ
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The W.E.T. Module

Globalization brings foreign culturas and ‘ways of living
closer to us - and thus alsa different customs of taking a
bath, Francisco Villeda thinks. With the design of @ multi-
function bathroom module, he offers the possibility to
craate diff i
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The W.E.T. Module

The waord “heaith” is being slowly replaced by other terms, such as comfort and wellness.
Consequently the act of bathing is undergoing critical changes in our perception of its uses and our
understanding of its purpose. To a certain degree, this unclear conceptual state is the result of a lar-
ger and increasingly evident commingling of ideas and traditians between people.

Worldwide tourism has made it possible for people to enjoy different ways of bathing through
their travels to Japan, India, Latin America, Central Europe and Scandinavia. Here they can
experience places and traditions which were once distant and unknown. Today people know more
and want to enjoy experiences faster and more easily, and the technological and financial means are
available to do so.

The question is, if there is a global fusion of different cultures and information influencing
architecture, fashion, education and food, why would this not affect the way we use and understand
the bathroom? And should not everybody be able to experience this fusion of cultures, even in the
bathroom? In his workshop project, Francisco Villeda uses a single space where he gathers together
all the factors that make the bathroom a relevant and constant topic in daily life and which deter-
mine its architectural role in our buildings. The project tries to answer questions such as: can we

074 | Francisco Villeda/JOS Julien de Smad: Architects

make a single space that will be capable of praducing different bathing experiences? Can the fixtu-
res in the bathroom become more than simple add-ons, and instead be the ones that generate the
space? How can technology expand the bathing experience?

He proposes to create a single element that can serve as floor, roof or wall and which incor-
porates all the technolagy needed to recreate any bathing experience. The module can generate rain
for a relaxed outdaor feeling, or, using different perforations, it can recreate a waterfall.

The surface of the module is touch-sensitive and the controls have been incorporated for easy
touchscreen adjustment. The “screen” recreates images and sounds, as well as scents, to create a
full sensory experience. But the surface is not only about projections; it can radiate heat or cald to
produce steam (like a Turkish or Roman bath) or generate the same feeling as a snow bath (like a
Japanese onsen or a Finnish bath] — warm and cold in a single element.

Air is an important feature: it can be used for drying in the form of a “mild breeze” or can
repraduce & storm. The panel has different depths and compartments to create shallow bathtubs or
pools. This is serves to expand the social use of the bath, allowing the whole family to enjoy it at
the same time. The bathroom is the new centre of the household
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THE MODULE
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