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In March this year, youths rioted and cars burned in one neighbourhood of

Copenhagen after an anti-terror squad evicted squatters from a “youth house”.

This is the climate of social and racial tension in which the young Danish
practice PLOT was commissioned to design another such centre
in what one local calls “Copenhagen’s equivalent of the Bronx”.

An antidote




the streels,.

industry and martial arts meet with a social conscience.
The youth centre, which combines teaching with community activities, is in & former factory that needed
an overhaul duc to a fungus infestation.
Sjakket, a grass roots organisation funded
by the Danish state, approached PLOTS
Julien De Smedc and Bjarke Inels in
2005 to design a socially progressive
entce for delinquentA to 16-year-oldsy
‘kids that are somehow not really inserted
in a school programme,”
The project, whi
is a deeply ambi
out on a tight budger. Tvin 19605
industrial buildings were stripped 0"













Acstreet level, De Smedc’s team has lefe
graffic smeared across the original brickwork.

This school is

orking with the strce
e have tried to keep that
aumosphere,” says JDS project architcet Benny
Jepsen
o the street. There's something very appealing
De Smede

believes his interest in Copenhagen projects

The exterior looks as though it belongs

about keeping that atmospherc.”

“with such a consciousness for their
environment” stems from the 15 years he
spent skateboarding around the city. °I realise
that we are really actors in our environment
I decided to become an architect

because as er you're

atel
constandly dealing with people,

Inside, activities are divided berween the
separate halls that make up the two halves of
buildin

with service facilities between

them. The first hll is reserved for pursuits such

as backetball and debates, for which the local
[community is encouraged to interact with the

centre’s attendees. This room meets an external

courtyard through huge shurters whose metal
slats have been replaced by translucent plastic
panels, so that at night coloured light wil spil
across the conerete. The whole building
employs translucency in its internal walls to
great effect, with variaions of the slats scen
throughout. This ransparency is used to
inspire a sense of community in the users of
the building — or more brurally, as Jepsen put
it, “There’s nowhere o hide.

The second hall will be used fo
~ the idea being,

arning “a code of honour” a
aggression wil be edifying for the teenagers.
join the two

s relatively 4

Organisationally, multiple rout
halves of the building, meaning




Aght:odel of the centre,
showng the frst-floo
oof garden and autamated
factory cocrs cn the siks
of the nals

Below: The argnal
brichwork of the ndustrial
buldings wes retaned

ks fels more expansive than
) unobstructed views link one hall

B e cmn e complc’s cenel s
mittenty along this axis kitchen and

e arcas are housed behind garage doors,
pincwood frames of which are lefi bare
ng such raw materials isnt someching you
d have done 15 years ago here,” said
more uscable.

en. “It makes everything fe
 balance berveen using super nice
cnak nd cheap materials that donftlook

" Or in De Smed's words, “Mostly this
i i o e buling we b work
There’s a certain brut: n it,
B deails oce spartan bocamse
re was no budget. Imagining the
s, they've goc to e able o
ise i

om m firs floor the ful extent of the
ding becomes apparent. Above the former
ory spaces are delicately constructed

hing rooms accessed via garishly yellow

stirs. Where decails have been pared back in
the rest of the building, no such brevity exists
here. Organised around a central meeting

space, offices fan out through highly reflective

glass that playflly muliplies eight plastic
domes sct in the building’s ceiling, The marcial
ares area will be visible through a central well
maintaining the connectivity throughout
Stcpping outside on the frst loor there is what
remains of a rooftop garden, the obliquely
angled wooden slats of which recall PLOT’s
Maritime Youth House. Details include
transparent scctions cut out to allow sunlight
into the showers beneath. Two sets of sairs lead
up to the soundproof red container, an empty

vessel et to be flled with the re
cquipment.

Far out of carshor, back on the ground floor,
in the hall-like space that will soon be filled
with martial arts combar, three te

zr«s)hd) pla

iously waiting t stack up chairs.
Tusim Peedah, 1, bas been kicked out of ive
different schools for misbehaviour. His
disinterest in the building drips off him like
sweat. Away from his friends, he shecpishly
‘mumbles: “I¢s ok, ics not so bad,

y foorball, avoids

staring a
the floor, wortying whether his answers are
going to get him into trouble, before he moves

on w help out.
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